
International

1.What are the most important values of internationalism that Labour should 
champion and how could we embed these in the global leadership needed after 
coronavirus? 

2.What are the lessons to learn from the ingenuity and skill demonstrated 
throughout coronavirus for a more holistic defence resilience in the future? 

3.What should the values and priorities be, which will underpin our international 
development strategy and define our relationships with partner countries? 

4.How should Labour prioritise the international issues on which we will need to offer
global leadership for creating more equality and opportunity for all? 

5.What do you consider to be the major weaknesses in our national security and 
collective global stability? 

Championing internationalism in the   post-coronavirus world

The coronavirus pandemic is a public health, economic, and security crisis on a 
global scale that few have seen before in their lifetimes. Such a crisis should have 
demanded an equally unprecedented international response, harnessing the world’s 
collective resources, expertise and political will. Instead, what coronavirus has 
revealed is an absence of global leadership. International structures are limited, 
collective response mechanisms are fractured, and the global capacity to meet 
future threats is in need of reform.

The long-term impact of the virus is still unknown and the necessary actions taken 
by governments to protect citizens everywhere will produce new challenges as they 
come out of lockdown. We must question the suitability of existing global public 
health policies; challenge the failure to protect the most vulnerable states and 
stateless peoples; and ask questions on how to reboot the global economy whilst 
protecting workers down supply chains, their health and wellbeing and human 
rights. The UK, like all countries, will face some fundamental choices on the 
progression of globalisation and rectifying its past failures.

The pandemic has laid bare the systemic weaknesses in public health and other 
essential public services for many parts of the global south, who now struggle to 
balance the necessity of protecting their people against the impacts of the global 
economic turndown. In densely populated refugee camps, cities where war has 
destroyed medical infrastructure, and for people whose vital humanitarian aid is 
blocked, the coronavirus will be at its most potent. It is a failure of collective global 
leadership to allow coronavirus to be at its most potent against the world’s already 



most-vulnerable people. 

As we commemorate the 75th anniversary of VE day - the end of the Second World 
War in Europe, this crisis has once again shown the crucial role our armed forces 
play in our national defence, safety and wellbeing. Both domestically and overseas, 
the British Armed Forces have demonstrated their quality, dedication and skill in 
fighting this disease. The logistical challenges arising out of coronavirus and the 
continued threats we have faced from adversaries throughout the crisis remind us 
that new, and unforeseen, security threats will continue to emerge. We must ensure 
our Armed Forces are ever vigilant, equipped with the very best kit and trained with 
the right skills for the next 50 years, rather than the last. 

These unique challenges for international policy come as Britain finds itself at a 
crossroads, pursuing political and trade relationships, new and old, around the 
world. The government will be making choices for our future, on trade deals and 
military alliances; on cooperation for research and development and which countries
to prioritise for these relationships. In too many instances before the Conservatives 
policy of ‘Global Britain’ has failed our citizens abroad, our allies, and the world’s 
most vulnerable. As countries begin to emerge into a very different world after 
coronavirus, now more than ever Labour has to reassert our values of 
internationalism.

The challenges

Global governance
The historical lack of adequate coordination between nations on key issues, along 
with the poor communication and mistrust around coronavirus have merged into a 
crisis of globalisation. 
In the short-term, the priority must be preventing deaths and avoiding further waves
of Covid-19. This means avoiding bidding wars on potential vaccines, and life-saving 
equipment, and ensuring that these tools are accessible to all nations and peoples in
an equitable way. This crisis demonstrates the need to resist the privatisation of 
public health services, and to champion health care, including vaccines, as a right 
not a privilege. 
Beyond coronavirus, we need to learn lessons of past failings to address the future 
challenges that will demand even greater cooperation. This means undertaking a 
stark appraisal of our international institutions and their ability to protect the most 
vulnerable. 

Isolationism and nationalism 
The recent period of protectionism seen in many countries, now exacerbated by 
coronavirus could develop into a much deeper isolationism, especially given growing
mistrust of global institutions alongside increasing sinophobia, xenophobia and 



finger pointing between countries. Failing international systems and economic 
pressures after Covid-19 heighten risks of polarisation of nations, who find 
themselves caught between a more assertive China and the US. This threat is 
compounded as the ‘West’ now finds itself divided by those with nationalist 
tenancies, bolstered by the Trump administration and his pursuit of unchecked neo-
liberalism and self-interest.

The climate emergency
In 2019, average planetary temperatures were 1.1°C higher than pre-industrial 
levels, more than two-thirds of the way towards the ‘point of no return’. Yet many of 
the world’s leaders are still in persistent denial about the climate emergency, 
promoting policies that will actively make climate change worse or fail to take the 
action required on emissions targets. The postponement of COP26 due to 
coronavirus adds further pressure on all nations to reach international measures 
that are critical for the planet.

The global economy 
Addressing the crisis in the global economy after Covid-19 must take account of 
unintended negative impacts for economies in the global south, and workers 
worldwide. Addressing sovereign debt relief must also be an urgent matter for global
governance, with poor countries forced to spend more money on debt payments 
than on healthcare.
Britain specifically needs to agree new trade deals that will benefit UK workers and 
businesses of all sizes. However, in achieving this, Britain cannot ignore human rights
abuses or damaging environmental practices in partner countries, nor should it 
attempt to attach trade conditions to vital aid as a bargaining chip in those 
negotiations. 



Conflict and human security
Across the world, conflicts continue unabated in fragile states lacking the public 
health infrastructure to cope with an emergency on the scale of Covid-19, such as in 
Syria, Yemen and Libya. Terror groups continue to gain a stronger foothold across the
Sahel, and there are unresolved political tensions where human security and civil 
liberties are regularly by-passed, such as in Kashmir, Hong Kong, Venezuela and Iran. 
There has been a regression of international law and respect for human life such as 
the planned annexation of the occupied West Bank and the plight of the Uighurs and
the Rohingya. Governments in Europe are using Covid-19 as a precursor to 
crackdown on the rights of women, LGBTQ+ people, migrants, and other minorities.
At home in the UK, a pandemic has long been at the top of the national security 
threat list, and yet the government was insufficiently prepared. As the government 
works through the fallout of coronavirus it cannot lose sight of other security threats
such as terrorism, natural disasters, cyber-attacks, and Russian aggression.
International



The way forward

Reaffirming Labour’s internationalism
Labour has always been an internationalist political party whose foreign policy is 
guided by a set of values and ethical principles. From calling out human rights 
abuses, even with our friends, to effectively challenging our adversaries. From 
ending poverty and hunger, to challenging violent suppression in all its forms. We 
now need to reaffirm what internationalism means to our party, so when in 
government our values can underpin the global leadership we will deliver. 
Offering real global leadership
The ‘Global Britain’ policy offered by this government has failed to grasp the urgency
and scale of the challenges facing the world, even before coronavirus. Labour want 
to see the UK take a lead on tackling key issues like the climate emergency, sovereign
debt relief, the refugee crisis and ending conflict. Taking encouragement from the 
major international breakthroughs struck in the past, we must identify the future 
challenges we will face and work hard to be respected enough on the international 
stage to negotiate international solutions.
Using Britain’s expertise and resources
Britain has a world leading armed forces of whom Labour could not be more proud, 
alongside experienced diplomatic corps and development aid experts. We also 
commend the ingenuity of our science and technology industries during this crisis in 
producing lifesaving equipment at rapid speed. Moving forward we must find a way 
to better utilise all the very best our country has to offer, including the expertise of 
our worker forces, trades unions, and British defence manufacturers for the benefit 
of partners around the world. 
Reforming international structures
From the World Health Organisation to the United Nations and the World Bank, 
coronavirus had challenged the very purpose of our global institutions, their 
effectiveness and ability to lead. Labour has long called for the UK to be an advocate 
for progressive change in our global institutions, these systems have failed and we 
must grasp the underlying problems and reform them.
Rebuilding relationships
To move forward and build national and global resilience for the challenges ahead,
the UK must look outwardly to its relationships around the world. For the UK to be 
ready to
lead in future crises, we need to rebuild our global partnerships, underpinned by 
trust and
good will.
We must re-evaluate our historical links across the global south, so that they are 
founded
on the right values such as equal partnership, rather than paternalism. We need to 
grasp how to ensure global structures share resources not hoard them, and that 



resources go to the places and people in most need. We must also consider how 
best to take into account the critical factors that influence economic empowerment 
such as gender inequality.


